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WHAT’S GOING ON IN SPECIAL EDUCATION? 

 Shelly Bernstein 
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 Welcome back, after a difficult summer most of us are back in our same classes. Between SCE and CTE we 
have been affected. The question is what are we going to do about it? Do we just sit back and say it's all over? Or 
are we going to be proactive in finding what will solve this problem? If we sit back, June is a short way from now. 
We need to be proactive. Not by complaining, but coming up with ideas and solutions. 

      The agency has initiative committees that we need to be part of. The list came out the first week 
of September with a deadline to join a committee of Sept. 12th. Yes we are past that deadline! But if you really 
want to see our agency grow or at least stay the same size please get involved. Contact the chair for the committee 
and see if you can help. Since as of today (9/27) no committees have met, there might be room. 

     The other option you have is to funnel questions through your building SDMs. This will get the topic in the 
minutes. All the minutes go up the ladder. Complaining is not the answer! What solutions or ideas do you have? All 
of us have stakeholder involvement. Use this summer’s experience as a wake up call. No one, including your area 
V.P. is protected. 

 This is also the year for you to complete your lesson plans on the web. The web format is user friendly. 
You can also get agency hours by taking the workshops. The list for agency hours came out yesterday, I counted all 
the ones that apply to us. There are plenty, get a jump start and get some of your hours out of the way. You should 
keep track as you are doing them. The form is called Article 7 staff development. I find it is easy to do. Our contract 
says we are to do 15 hours. Being a contractor as well, abide by your contract. 

 Enrollment numbers are looking good in the tech centers. It is still important to follow up on all students. 
It's better to have them go to another class than to lose the students. Now is the time to start looking at promoting 
your programs. Let us all be more proactive for our students and programs. Have a great year.      

�

Would someone like to tell me where the summer of ‘07 went? It came upon us all of a sud-
den and it was over. A plethora of changes have occurred in the Agency and Division this past summer affecting 
many of our staff members. Issues that were addressed included program enrollment, program needs and areas of 
certification. This may have impacted some staff, but it had to be done to streamline the process in the future.  The 
good news is that no one lost his or her job and health benefits remained intact.    

 
Another caveat of this action would be a “wake-up call” for all staff in the CTE division. There has to exist 

a unison amongst the divisions and hopefully future committee meetings will address and convey the message. A 
new Special Career and Technical Education Committee has been formed and is scheduled to meet on October 23rd. 
I am hopeful that positive outcomes will develop from this collaboration of Special Career and Tech Education. I 
will keep you posted. Until then, I hope everyone has a great year! 

�  

 
 SCTE REPORT  Rich De Betta 
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IT BENEFITS YOU TO KNOW!         BOB LOVE 
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 We are saddened that the Speech Department has had a reduction in staff.  The teachers involved have 
been notified and we are offering our support.  As a result of these cut backs many Teachers of the Speech and 
Hearing Handicapped have had their case loads consolidated, let’s be understanding.  We hired a Teacher of the 
Deaf and Hearing Impaired this past summer. Other itinerant areas are experiencing a small increase in numbers 
since the beginning of school. As usual, the positions are posted in all the buildings, mailed to those not in  BO-
CES facilities and interviews are conducted with representation from the respective departments. 
 

 Please welcome the lead teachers for the Speech (Denise D’Onofrio-Zizzo), Hearing  (Mary          
Alibrandi) and Vision (Debra Berenz) Departments.  The lead teacher position is not supervisory in nature. 

 
 I can be reached at NCLC in the afternoons at 689-9600. If am not available please leave a message and I 
will get back to you as soon as possible.  Please leave a phone number and a good time(s) to return your call.  
 If your questions do not need an immediate response please send your concerns to me at NCLC. 

 
ITINERANT NEWS  Rachele Alwais 
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